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In an earlier tutorial I set up a course on the Santa Rosa Junior College Moodle Text Site called Creating a Moodle Course. Today, for demonstration purposes, we are going to work with some of Moodle’s instructional features and add them to this course. I’ll show you how to add resources and a forum activity. We will also look at some of Moodle’s helpful tools.

Let’s go to the Santa Rosa JC Moodle Test Site and locate the My Courses list. I’ll login and begin by selecting Creating a Moodle Course.

Notice that the course name is displayed in the upper left corner. The breadcrumb navigation is directly under the name. Breadcrumbs provide a trail at the top of each Moodle page. The trail begins with jcmoodletest, which is the short name for Santa Rosa Junior College’s Moodle test site. Moodle 101, our course short name, appears next to jcmoodletest. Use Moodle’s breadcrumb menu to navigate because the browser’s “Back” button will give you inconsistent results.

I’ll begin by switching to editing mode and updating the course description.

By clicking on the editing icon I can put in a brief summary for the first week, format it, and click to save changes. Notice the text in the week one section.

The icons next to the activities are good to know about. I’ll briefly name them for you now. You will use them when you are ready to format your course. The right arrow is used to indent text. The arrow icons are used to move resources, activities and blocks up and down. The pencil tool is for editing text. I have been using this tool for all edits. The x tool deletes, the eye tool is used to make a topic invisible or visible and the figure icon is for turning groups on or off.

Moodle’s main content area is split into activities and resources. Resources are mainly static documents and html pages provided for students. An activity is a form of interactive learning that asks you to participate and do something.

While still in editing mode, I’ll click on the dropdown menu and insert a label into Week 1. Labels give the option of adding text within a content area. I’ll put in a label to remind students that the reading is due by the next week and format it to make it stand out.

I’m selecting the Compose a Web Page option from the resources dropdown menu to add a web page with instructions. I’ll add a name and descriptive summary for this file, format it in Moodle’s html editor and then click Save and Return to Course. 

I’ll quickly add a summary for Week 2 and link to a web site that describes the Forum Module by clicking on the edit icon and then type a name for the resource and a summary. The summary should be short and descriptive. The  Link to a file or web site area is the place to choose or upload a file. Confirm with the administrator ahead of time that your students have the ability to upload your files and links. 

Moodle supports many types of activities. There are several options to choose from in the activity section. For clarification on any feature, click on the help icon circle to open a help menu.

Let’s add a forum activity. For our purposes I’ll use a Standard Forum for General Use. This forum is useful for large discussions. I’ll give the forum a name and type in a short description. Under subscription, check Yes initially. This gives students the option to unsubscribe. Grading will be left on the no rating default for this forum. I’ll leave the Post threshold for blocking at the default and then click Save and Return to Course.

Clicking on the link in the course brings us to post to the forum. I’ll add a new discussion topic, type in a subject and response and click Save and return to the course to finish adding this activity. 

To add a forum entry click on the forum link. Select add a new discussion topic. Type a reflection name and a description of your reflection and then select Post to forum.
The format can be left at default. You have 30 minutes to edit it if you want to make any changes.

Our discussion topic has just been added. To return to the course I’ll click on the moodle101 button at the bottom.

To quickly look at the students’ view and reply as a student I’ll Switch to the Student Role at the top right just under the login. I’ll click on the forum link and, as a student, reply to the instructor.

Next it is time to post to the forum. I’ll return to site using the moodle 101 button and click on the Return to my Normal Role button to switch back to the teacher role.

Adding resources and a forum activity to our course was easy with Moodle’s user-friendly instructional features and helpful tools. Learn more about Moodle at the Moodle website—www.moodle.org.
